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A look at beauty
Remember kaleidoscopes — those tubes you hold up to
your eye and point toward the light to see colorful shapes?
When the far end of the optical instrument is turned, fragments of material inside an “object cell” shift and mirrors set
at angles reflect light through the pieces, forming everchanging patterns. A multi-hued flower might become sunlight through a round stained-glass window or fireworks on a
clear night.
Various materials can be placed in the cell — tiny figures,
twisted bits of metal, lace, viscous liquid — but often broken
bits of glass are used, to beautiful effect! In fact, David Brewster, inventor of the kaleidoscope in 1817, named it after the
Greek word kalos, for “beauty.”
Everyone feels broken, twisted or shattered at times. But
when God’s perfect light shines in and through us, reflecting
among the fragments of our imperfect lives, we, too, become beautiful. Out of our sinfulness and brokenness shines
the beauty of compassion, kindness, perseverance, hope,
love — delightful patterns to brighten this hurting world.

October
birthdays

Phyllis Allhands, 2nd
Leyna Whayne, 5th
Joanne Throne, 5th
DeAnn Riggs, 7th
Renee Reed, 17th
Landon Reed, 17th
Janet Walkinshaw, 27th
Larry Butler, 29th
James Whayne, 30th

October

anniversaries
Wayne & Pat Keltner, 10th
Randy & Jan Zweerink, 17th

You can attend Sammy’s
Adult Sunday School class
either in person or via Zoom
online. Every week a link for
that Zoom event is mailed
out through your email account.
It happens at 9am...be there
or be square.

August Financials
Beginning Balance

$10,132.38

Decrease

583.06

Ending Balance

$ 9,549.32

Building Load Balance
8/04/20

$292,301.79

Building Fund Balance
$ 18,780.17

“Jesus no cry”
Author Marlo Schalesky recalls her 2-year-old’s first table prayer:
“Jesus no cry. Jesus be happy. Amen.” Her 5-year-old sister was
unimpressed, calling it “a funny prayer.” But Mom affirmed it as
fine, later blogging: “I saw how woefully self-centered my own
prayers had become. … [In my daughter’s] language ... they
would sound more like ‘Marlo no cry. Marlo be happy.’”
So Schalesky made some intentional changes. “Instead of only
asking for God’s blessing, I’m focusing more on asking God to
help me to be pleasing to him. … When I ask for wisdom, I also
ask him to help me honor him in all I do and think. And instead of
focusing on my desire for all to go well, I ask him what I can do
to bring him joy. ... I am learning to pray with childlike faith. I’m
learning to pray, ‘Jesus no cry. Jesus be happy.’”
A prayer for peace
St. Francis of Assisi, an Italian Catholic friar, is commemorated on October 4. This prayer reflects his gentle spirit as an ardent Christ-follower:
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is error, truth;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
And where there is sadness, joy.
O, Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And it is in dying to ourselves that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

The electronic giving terminal is
located in the Narthex.
Just know that God blesses a
cheerful and generous giver.

Thursday,
October 8th
the Shooting
Fellowship
will be
meeting at
5:30pm
Monday, October 12th
Session will be meeting
at 6pm.
Monday, October 19th,
the Book Club will be
meeting at 7pm. This
month’s book is “The
Girls with Names” by
Serena Burdick.
Please remember, you
must wear a mask whenever
you are in the church and
please use our hand sanitizer whenever you enter the
church. We do this to protect
each other and in so doing
show the love of Jesus.
Reminder: Our church premises is
weapon free, carrying firearms is
prohibited.

Men of the Bible - Joseph
Joseph was the youngest son of Jacob and the first from his favorite wife, Rachel. He undoubtedly received a lot of attention that made his
older brothers very jealous, like the coat of many colors which might have signaled that Jacob was going to give Joseph a larger portion of
his inheritance. As a teenager, he probably reminded his brothers of that fact. Having dreams where his father and all his brothers bowing
down to him just increased the hatred. By Genesis 37: 12-26, the jealousy of Joseph’s brothers had increased to the point where they
wanted to kill him. They saw their opportunity when Joseph came looking for them out in the wilderness. First, they intended to murder
him, but because of Reuben’s intervention they decided to just leave him helpless in a pit. When a train of Midianites passed by, they saw
the opportunity to gain some money, and they sold Joseph into slavery. The brothers put goat blood on his multicolored robe and presented it to their father. In great grief, Jacob assumed a wild animal had killed his son. In the meantime, the Midianites sold Joseph to Potiphar
in the land of Egypt.
Joseph began not only slave, but on-the-job training for maturity and graciousness. He must have wondered how the dreams God had
given him squared with being an Egyptian’s slave. Joseph served in the home of Potiphar, the Pharaoh’s officer and a captain of the bodyguard. Because of God’s blessings and divine plan, Joseph had great favor with Potiphar and rose to the position of Potiphar’s household
manager. Potiphar’s wife was attracted to Joseph’s handsomeness and purity, but when he rebuffed her sexual advance by running away
from her, she accused him of raping her. Potiphar believed his wife rather than his servant and threw Joseph into jail. But even in jail, God
gave Joseph favor. He because second in command to the chief jailor.
While serving in jail, Pharaoh’s bake and cup bearer were thrown into jail. They both had dreams they couldn’t interpret, but Joseph could.
He predicted the baker would be hanged, but the cup bearer would be restored to the Pharaoh’s favor. Joseph asked the cup bearer to
remember him when that happened because, he explained, he had been sold into slavery and imprisoned without just cause. Just as Joseph predicted, the cup bearer was restored, but he forgot about Joseph. Two years later, Pharaoh had dreams that his magicians couldn’t
interpret. The cup bearer then remember Joseph and told the king about how Joseph interpreted his and the baker’s dreams correctly.
Joseph was immediately called to Pharaoh’s presence and the king explained his dreams to Joseph. Joseph knew God was communicating something important to the pharaoh and gave God credit for being able to tell him the interpretation of the dream: seven years of
bounty and then seven years of famine. Joseph also gave wise advice for managing the coming disaster. Pharaoh recognized Joseph’s
wisdom and godliness and put him second in command to manage food from the coming fourteen years. He also gave him the daughter of
one of his priests in marriage and two sons were born to him. Just as Joseph predicted, the seven years of bounty arrived and then the
seven years of famine. It affected all the known earth.
The famine also affected Jacob and his family back in Canaan. When they heard there was food in Egypt to be bought, Jacob sent his ten
oldest sons to buy grain for them. When they arrived, Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but they didn’t recognize him. He
accused them of being spies and put them in prison. Later, he released them, ordering that one of the brothers must remain to guarantee
the other brother would return later. Plus the youngest brother must return with them if they wanted any future grain purchases. While
there, the brothers became sorrowful what they did many years earlier. Joseph kept Simeon in prison and sent the brothers back with the
grain and they money they had paid. They told Jacob about their experience, but he refused to allow Benjamin to go back with them. But
eventually the grain ran out and they were forced to return and bring Benjamin with them. Back in Egypt, Joseph saw the brothers arrive,
with Benjamin. Joseph commanded that they be brough to his home for the noon meal where he accepted their gift and asked them about
their father. Seeing his blood brother, Benjamin, made Joseph cry, and he had to excuse himself. But after controlling himself he returned
to finish the meal. Joseph dismissed all the brothers but arranged for one of his silver cups to be put into Benjamin’s sack. When they had
gone a short distance, Joseph sent his steward to intercept them, find the cup in the sack, and accuse Benjamin of stealing. This was a
test of the brothers’ loyalty to their stepbrother, something they’d lacked with Joseph. When they were brough before Joseph again, Judah
demonstrated he had changed because he offered to become a slave in Benjamin’s place. At Judah’s sacrificial offer, Joseph became
emotionally overwhelmed and revealed himself to his brothers. He immediately tried to comfort them, knowing they would be upset with
themselves of their past choices. He expressed his faith and knowledge that God had used their cruelty for the good of the people of the
land by him the wisdom to deal with the famine.
He told them to bring his father, Jacob, to him in Egypt so that they would all be safe in the remaining five years of the famine. Joseph arranged for his family to meet Pharaoh. Taking advantage of an Egyptian prejudice, Joseph ordered his clan to say they were shepherd.
That way, they would live separately from the other Egyptians. The Pharaoh placed them in change of his own livestock. Joseph was
trained in pain. He was strengthened by deception and became patient through imprisonment. Troubles seemed to wash over Joseph
most of his life. Faith, skill, and integrity marked his life. God gave him favor and under the Lord’s guidance, Joseph developed the character to persevere.

