Hillcrest
Calling
August 2020
Shine on, friends!

August
birthdays

Friendship is one of the greatest gifts a human being can receive. It is a
bond beyond common goals, common interests or common histories. It is a
bond stronger than sexual union can create, deeper than a shared fate can
solidify and even more intimate than the bonds of marriage or community.
Friendship is being with the other in joy and sorrow, even when we cannot
increase the joy or decrease the sorrow. It is a unity of souls that gives
nobility and sincerity to love. Friendship makes all of life shine brightly.
—Henri Nouwen

Colleen Shockley, 1st
Jane Mitchell, 7th
Martha Johnson, 9th
Cheyenne Tranbarger, 9th
LaRon Johnson, 24th
Shannon Scott, 31st

August

anniversaries
DC & Barb Dean, 1st
Leonard & Joanne Throne, 3rd
Dan & Mary Wood, 17th

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, the property
committee was unable to have our annual work
day to "spring clean" the church, both inside and
out. We have sent out a email with the list attached. Please consider to get involved. We
would still like to try and complete some of these
projects. We are hoping to get volunteers to pick
a project and take care of it. You can work on
something by yourself or partner up with someone. Some projects may not be able to be completed in a day, or by one person. Any help
would be appreciated. When you do a project,
be sure to highlight it on the copy at the church
and put your name next to it so that we will know
that it has been done.

June Financials
Beginning Balance

$8,601.91

Increase

2,803.33

Ending Balance

$11,405.24

Building Load Balance
5/04/19

$295,022.84

Building Fund Balance
$ 20,163.85

The electronic giving terminal is
located in the Narthex.

One and only
God declines to sit atop an organizational flowchart. He is the organization. He
is not interested in being president of the board. He is the board. And life
doesn’t work until everyone else sitting around the table in the boardroom of
your heart is fired. He is God, and there are no other applicants for that position.
There are no partial gods, no honorary gods, no interim gods, no assistants to
the regional gods. God is saying this not because he is insecure but because it’s
the way of truth in this universe, which is his creation. Only one God owns and
operates it. Only one God designed it, and only one God knows how it works.
He is the only God who can help us, direct us, satisfy us, save us.
―Kyle Idleman, Gods at War

My dear Church family,
I want to thank you for the food, calls &
prayers you sent up for me. It really helps.
You are all very special to me and I love
you all very much.
In Christ’s Love,
Diane Meester
We want you all to know how much we
have appreciated all the cards and calls
we have received.
Wayne & Pat Keltner

Just know that God blesses a
cheerful and generous giver.

Thursday,
August 13th
the Shooting
Fellowship
will be
meeting at
5:30pm
Monday, August 10th
Session will be meeting
at 6pm.
Monday, August 17th,
the Book Club will be
meeting at 7pm. This
month’s book is “The Orphan Sisters” by Shirley
Dickson.

The rhythm of rest
Does God indeed need to rest? Of course not! But did God choose to rest? Yes.
Why? Because God subjected creation to a rhythm of rest and work that he
revealed by observing the rhythm himself, as a precedent for everyone else. In
this way, he showed us a key to order in our private worlds.
—Gordon McDonald

Reminder: Our church premises is
weapon free, carrying firearms is
prohibited.

Men of the Bible Abraham
Abram lived in Ur of the Chaldeans. God appeared to him and ask him to leave his father’s country and go out to a
land that God would show him. We don’t know how God showed himself to Abram, but we do know that Abram’s
faith was ignited and he chose to trust God and leave the familiar and walk toward an unknown future. It’s difficult
for us to understand the step that Abram took. Abram’s culture trusted in many gods because each one had its
own function or are of protection. Rejecting all of this, Abram chose to believe in the one God, Jehovah. Abram
took a tremendous step in believing this “new” God was one who transcended boundary lines and ruled the whole
earth. He had to believe that Jehovah could be everywhere Abram traveled.
In Genesis 12 we read that famine hit Canaan and drove Abram to Egypt, but Abram was afraid that the King of
Egypt would kill him in order to get Sarai, so he had Sarai lie about who she was and say that she was Abram’s
sister. The King of Egypt did indeed take Sarai, but God intervened by sending a plague on Egypt and He gave the
Pharaoh the insight to understand that there was a connection between the plague and his taking of Sarai. He returned Sarai to Abram and chastised Abram for lying.
After returning to Canaan, there was a conflict within Abram’s family. Lot said there wasn’t enough land for them
both to live in the same area, so Abram gave him his choice of where to move. Lot chose the lush valley near Sodom. God blessed Abram by his gracious choice and promised him all the land he could see and that he would
bless him with countless generations. And he did receive a blessing and some provisions from Melchizedek, the
king of Salem. It was at this moment that God appeared again to Abram and he repeated his promise to Abram
that he would have many children and solidified his promise by making a covenant with Abram (Genesis chapter
15). Abram believed God and because of that faith, it was credited to him as righteousness.
At this point in Genesis 16, Sarai still couldn’t conceive a child, so she suggested to Abram that he could have a
child through her maid, Hagar. This started a whole host of problems. Although this was a culturally acceptable
idea at this time (just think about how Jacob/Israel had twelve sons), but Abram and Sarai were supposed to be of
God’s culture. Anger, distrust and out & out hatred began to build between Hagar and Sarai which in the end led to
Hagar and Ishmael leaving and going off on their own. Because Ishmael was a son of Abraham, God promised
Hagar that he would be a great nation and that God would watch over them and protect them.
In Genesis 17, we find that God visited Abram again and gave himself a new name, “El Shaddai” the one who
causes nature to do the opposite. Abram was ninety and God gave Abram a new name as well, Abraham. With
this great honor, God asked Abraham and all the male members of his household to undergo circumcision to
demonstrate the covenant between them. Abraham obeyed God.
Ten years later (Genesis 18), God spoke to Abraham, but this time he came in the form of a man and with him
came two angels. These men told Abraham that within a year, he and Sarah would have a child. Sarah was listening and when she heard that, she laughed at the impossibility of that happening…she was ninety and Abraham
was one hundred. But even though she laughed, God did not withdraw his promise of a son. God also told Abraham that he was going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. But God in his grace sent angels to physically pull Lot
and his family out of the city before the destruction.
The promise was finally fulfilled. Sarah and Abraham couldn’t believe their joy. Isaac’s name meaning laughter,
before Sarah had laughed in doubt, but now her laughter was from faith and joy. As Isaac grew, God gave one
more challenge to Abraham. Abraham and Isaac traveled fifty miles to reach Mt. Moriah. Abraham was deeply
troubled. God had asked him to sacrifice his son. God had given him this child; it didn’t make sense that he would
want him killed. When they arrived at the mountain Abraham bound Isaac and laid him on the altar. As his hand
was bringing the knife towards Isaac, God stopped him and provided a ram for the sacrifice. Abraham had to
demonstrate his willingness to sacrifice his greatest love. God needed to know Abraham was totally focused upon
serving him.
What can we learn from Abraham? God honors our faith but will test it through trials. Trials prove our faith is real
and prepare us for service. God will be glorified through our obedience. God is faithful even when we are faithless.
Nothing pleases God more than when we walk by faith.
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A lachrymatory lesson

To calm his crying children, Charles Ferrell used to say, “Wait until I get a jar! I want to catch and save
your tears.” While he pretended to search for a vessel, his kids usually quieted down.
Tear jars were actually common in biblical times. Called lachrymatories, they’re still sold in Old Jerusalem. Bible characters had a variety of uses for these jars. The woman who cried at Jesus’ feet may have
felt such sorrow about her wayward lifestyle that she brought a jar of her tears and added to them. In
Psalm 23:5 (KJV), the cup that “runneth over” may have referred to a lachrymatory filled with tears of
joy due to God’s goodness.

