
 

 

July 
birthdays   

Katherine Fluharty, 3rd 
Brian Hill, 6th 

Claude England, 7th 
Garry Hill, 9th 

Rae Jean Palmerton, 9th  
Matthew Burton, 11th 
Barbara Garten, 13th  
Jason Hutchins, 18th  

Tim Baker, 23rd 
Sharon Scott, 23rd  
Dee Smith, 24th  
Jane Butler, 31st 

Charlene Fisher, 31st 
 

July 
anniversaries  

Bob & Sally Hosiner, 10th 

Garry & Debbie Hill, 18th  

Alex & Kayla Miller, 19th  

Claude England, 27th  
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God’s constant creativity 

 
 
In Isaiah 43:19, God proclaims, “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it 
springs up; do you not perceive it?” (NIV). God’s process of creating is ac-
tive and ongoing, meaning there’s always something new for us to notice, 
grasp and learn. 
 
“God’s will is not an abstraction,” writes Thomas Merton in No Man Is an 
Island. “It is a living concrete reality in the lives of [people], and our souls 
are created to burn as flames within his flame. The will of the Lord is not 
a static center drawing our souls blindly toward itself. It is a creative pow-
er, working everywhere, giving life and being and direction to all things, 
and above all forming and creating, in the midst of an old creation, a 
whole new world which is called the Kingdom of God.” 



 

 

 
Thursday, 
July 9th the 
Shooting 
Fellowship 
will be 
meeting at 
5:30pm 
 

Monday, July 13th Ses-
sion will be meeting at 
6pm. 
 
Monday, July 20th, the 
Book Club will be meet-
ing at 6pm at Marcia 
Hansen’s home for a 
potluck salad dinner and 
watching the movie 
“The Ultimate Gift” 
which is also our book to 
read and discuss this 
month. 
 
 
 
 
 
Reminder: Our church premises is 
weapon free, carrying firearms is  
prohibited. 

May Financials 
 
Beginning Balance      $5,295.19 
 
Increase                        3,306.72 
 
Ending Balance           $8,601.91 
 
Building Load Balance 
 
  5/04/19  $296,377.01 
 
Building Fund Balance 
 
                        $  20,691.03 
 
 
The electronic giving terminal is 
located in the Narthex.  
 
Just know that God blesses a 
cheerful and generous giver. 
 

We are in a time of flux and things are not 
clear as of yet. We are working on solu-
tions to the many problems that worship 
together might pose. We want to be pre-
pared for everyone’s protection. Pastor 
Jack and Dan Wood made these hand sani-
tizer stations at the entrance of the office 
and to the entrance of the sanctuary.  
One thing we do know is that we will be 
practicing social distancing and please use 
your own face mask.  
We understand some of you may want to 
still stay home, so until we see you, may 
God bless and keep you! 

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, the property 
committee was unable to have our annual work 
day to "spring clean" the church, both inside and 
out. We have sent out a email with the list at-
tached. Please consider to get involved. We 
would still like to try and complete some of these 
projects. We are hoping to get volunteers to pick 
a project and take care of it. You can work on 
something by yourself or partner up with some-
one. Some projects may not be able to be com-
pleted in a day, or by one person. Any help 
would be appreciated. When you do a project, 
be sure to highlight it on the copy at the church 
and put your name next to it so that we will know 
that it has been done.  

How will we use our freedom? 

In 2000, Cornealious Anderson was sentenced to 13 years for robbery. The 23
-year-old was released on bail and told to await orders to show up to prison. 
But due to a clerical error, those orders never came. Some people might 
have taken advantage of such freedom and committed more crimes. But An-
derson started a business, coached youth football and volunteered at church, 
earning respect in his community. 
 
Thirteen years later, when Missouri officials discovered the error and put An-
derson behind bars, an online petition called for his release. A judge agreed 
that Anderson was a changed man and, again, he was freed. 
 
What would you do with such undeserved freedom? What do we do with the 
unmerited freedom God grants us despite our sin, and with the freedoms we 
celebrate on July 4? May we follow Anderson’s example and use our free-
doms — social and spiritual — to serve others. 
 
—adapted from Homiletics 

Taking measure of prayer 

Fluency [in prayer] is a questionable endowment, especially when it is 
not accompanied with the weight of thought and depth of feeling. 
Some [people] pray by the yard, but true prayer is measured by 
weight, not by length. A single groan before God may have more full-
ness of prayer in it than a fine oration of great length. 
 
—Charles Spurgeon 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The eldest son of Amram and Jochebed, a daughter of Levi (Ex 6:20). Some explain the name as meaning mountaineer, others 
mountain of strength, illuminator. He was born in Egypt three years before his brother Moses, and a number of years after his 
sister Miriam (Ex 2:1, 4; Ex 7:7). He married Elisheba, the daughter of Amminadab of the house of Judah (Ex 6:23; 1Ch 2:10) by 
whom he had four sons, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. When the time for the deliverance of Israel out of Egypt, he 
was sent by God (Ex 4:14, 27-30) to meet his long-absent brother, that he might co-operate with him in all that they were re-
quired to do in bringing about the Exodus. He was to be the "mouth" or "prophet" of Moses, i.e., was to speak for him, because 
he was a man of a ready utterance (Ex 7:1, 2, 9, 10, 19). He was faithful to his trust and stood by Moses in all his interviews with 
Pharaoh. 
 
When the ransomed tribes fought their first battle with Amalek in Rephidim, Moses stood on a hill overlooking the scene of the 
conflict with the rod of God in his outstretched hand. As long as Moses’ arms were lifted up, the Israelites were winning; but he 
was getting tired so Aaron and Hur, his sister's husband, who held up his wearied hands till Joshua and the chosen warriors of 
Israel gained the victory (Ex 17:8-13).  
 
Afterwards, when encamped before Sinai, and when Moses at the command of God ascended the mount to receive the tables of 
the law, Aaron and his two sons, Nadab and Abihu, along with seventy of the elders of Israel, were permitted to accompany him 
part of the way, and to behold afar off the manifestation of the glory of Israel's God (Ex 19:24; Ex 24:9-11). While Moses re-
mained on the mountain with God, Aaron returned to the people; and yielding through fear, or ignorance, or instability of charac-
ter to their demands, made a golden calf, and set it up as an object of worship (Ex 32:4; Ps 106:19). On the return of Moses to 
the camp, Aaron was sternly rebuked by him for the part he had acted in this matter; but he interceded for him before God, who 
forgave his sin (Deut 9:20). 
 
On the mount, Moses received instructions regarding the system of worship which was to be set up among the people; and in 
accordance there with Aaron and his sons were consecrated to the priest's office (Lev 8; Lev 9). Aaron, as high priest, held 
henceforth the prominent place appertaining to that office. 
 
When Israel had reached Hazeroth, in "the wilderness of Paran," Aaron joined with his sister Miriam in murmuring against Mo-
ses, "because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married," probably after the death of Zipporah. But the Lord vindicated his 
servant Moses, and punished Miriam with leprosy (Num 12). Aaron acknowledged his own and his sister's guilt, and at the inter-
cession of Moses they were forgiven. 
 
Twenty years after this, when the children of Israel were encamped in the wilderness of Paran, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram con-
spired against Aaron and his sons; but a fearful judgment from God fell upon them, and they were destroyed, and the next day 
thousands of the people also perished by a fierce pestilence, the ravages of which were only stayed by the interposition of Aaron 
(Num 16). That there might be further evidence of the divine appointment of Aaron to the priestly office, the chiefs of the tribes 
were each required to bring to Moses a rod bearing on it the name of his tribe. And these, along with the rod of Aaron for the 
tribe of Levi, were laid up overnight in the tabernacle, and in the morning it was found that while the other rods remained un-
changed, that of Aaron "for the house of Levi" budded, blossomed, and yielded almonds (Num 17:1-10). This rod was afterwards 
preserved in the tabernacle (Heb 9:4) as a memorial of the divine attestation of his appointment to the priesthood. 
 
Aaron was implicated in the sin of his brother at Meribah (Num 20:8-13) where God had commanded them to speak to the rock 
and because Moses was so angry at the arguing from all the people, he struck the rock and water came out. Because he didn’t 
follow God’s command, he and Aaron were not permitted to enter the Promised Land. When the tribes arrived at Mount Hor, "in 
the edge of the land of Edom," at the command of God Moses led Aaron and his son Eleazar to the top of that mountain, in the 
sight of all the people. There he stripped Aaron of his priestly vestments and put them upon Eleazar; and there Aaron died on 
the top of the mount, being 123 years (Num 20:23-29; Compare Deut 10:6; Deut 32:50), and was "gathered unto his people." 
The people, "even all the house of Israel," mourned for him thirty days. Of Aaron's sons two survived him, Eleazar, whose family 
held the high-priesthood till the time of Eli; and Ithamar, in whose family, beginning with Eli, the high-priesthood was held till the 
time of Solomon.  
 
He was the first anointed priest. His descendants, "the house of Aaron," constituted the priesthood in general. In the time of Da-
vid they were very numerous (1Ch 12:27). The other branches of the tribe of Levi held subordinate positions in connection with 
the sacred office.  
 
There are many things we can learn from Aaron’s life and ministry. He was faithful and brave at times. He failed and sinned at 
other times, but he admitted his sin and prayed for forgiveness. He wasn’t perfect, but in him we see a picture of the what was to 
come. Aaron was a type of Christ in his official character as the high priest. His priesthood was a "shadow of heavenly things," 
and was intended to lead the people of Israel to look forward to the time when "another priest" would arise "after the order of 
Melchizedek" (Heb 6:20).                                                          (From Baker Biblical Dictionary) 

Men of the Bible -  
Aaron 
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June 12, 2020  
 
To the Congregation of Gibson Chapel and All Members of John Calvin Presbytery but especially those who are peo-
ple of color.  
 
We, the General Council of John Calvin Presbyter, are committed to dismantling structural racism in all its forms.  
 
The belief that being white imbues people with superior skills, talents, and worth was woven into the founding of our 
nation. The atrocities committed in the name of white supremacy are numerous. From the evil of the decimation of 
native cultures, to slavery, to the Asian anti-immigration policies and the detaining of Japanese Americans, and the 
vilification of our Latinx brothers and sisters, our nation has a poor track record of honoring the beautiful diversity of 
humanity that God created and called good.  
 
Unfortunately, the PC(USA) and our individual congregations have often accepted the cultural norms and acted in 
ignorance.  
 
We are the Church Reformed and always being reformed by the work of the Holy Spirit. It is our sincere hope that we 
will truly be reformed in this time of social upheaval.  
 
To that end we do sincerely apologize for every instance of racism in which we participated either intentionally or by 
omission.  
 
We ask that all our congregants repent of our implicit bias against people who do not look like us. We ask that each 
one take into account their own hearts that we may indeed become one family under God.  
 
We repent of our sins against our brothers and sisters of color who have suffered from racial inequalities and sys-
tems that value white lives over theirs. We strive to make equality a matter of the heart and not a slogan of platitudes.  
 
We commit to working to reform our beliefs and our actions to more closely reflect God’s amazing love for all people. 
In so much as it is possible, we ask that you pray for us to be shaped by the love of God to embrace all people whom 
God has made.  
 
We have already begun work as a Matthew 25 presbytery. Many congregations have already committed to disman-
tling structural racism, but we pledge to do more.  
 
General Council has also empowered a task force to focus our efforts in growing toward a better future in our rela-
tionships. We will also commit to revisiting this issue as a Presbytery through the coming years. It is our hope that we 
will change our hearts, minds, and spirits to more closely follow Christ. It is our intent to move forward in a way that 
creates real and meaningful progress as we are led by the Holy Spirit.  
 
We hope that you will accept our apology and work with us. We are praying for you in this time of crisis and for the 
times of crisis you have faced repeatedly. We refuse to simply repent without action. It is indeed sinful to hold one 
person in higher esteem than another. May we indeed further the idea that we are all equal in the eyes of God and 
each other.  
 
We are honored that you are part of this Presbytery.  
 
In Christ’s Love,  
Reverend Jennifer Dawson, General Council Moderator 



 

Hillcrest / Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Churches 

818 E. Norton Road 

Springfield, MO 65803 

Fleeting and forever 

After conversing and eating with two followers heading to Emmaus (Luke 24), Jesus disappears from their 
midst. According to theologian Ronald Goetz, that vanishing has special meaning for followers of the resur-
rected Lord. “Human love … is spontaneous, fragile and fleeting,” he writes in The Christian Century. “Like 
the heavenly manna of the Exodus, love cannot be preserved and stored. We cannot manage it. We can on-
ly hope that it will be there for us when we most need it.” Those aren’t “melancholy thoughts,” though, “any 
more than the two disciples should have lamented the vanishing of the risen Christ.” 
 
Goetz continues, “We know that Christ’s vanishing and the vanishing of every human moment … serve to 
underscore the utter preciousness of life.” This, in turn, makes it a glorious mystery that the life we experi-
ence as fragile is, in fact, eternal. 


