
Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, 

For this is Godõs will for you in Jesus Christ. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
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Advent Reflection Series 
 

Advent season is quickly approaching.  To help us 
grow deeper in our experience of Godôs presence 
during this very special time of the year, I am  
offering a series, Advent Reflections, around the 
book, ñGod Is In The Mangerò by Dietrich  
Bonhoeffer.  You are welcome to purchase the book 
(Amazon has it for about $10.00) or I will have a 
copy of each weeks devotional readings.  We will 
meet in the Library on Wednesday evenings at 
6:00pm (November 29, December 6, 13, 20) and will 
be finished before choir practice at 7:00pm.   

November 12th is Commitment Sunday.  This year 
we will not be having a ñpledge cardò for the      
stewardship campaign but rather a ñCommitment 
Cardò without a place for a dollar amount.  Our 
Commitment to the Church of Jesus Christ here at 
Hillcrest is about our total commitment, which     
includes our passion, abilities, assets and creativity.   
So as faithful followers of Jesus, our task between 
now and November 12th is to prayerfully reflect on 
and discern where the Holy Spirit is leading us on 
our commitment.  Is it time to increase your financial 
giving to the church?  Can I take just one more step 
in moving toward sacrificial giving?  Is it time to  
become active in an area of ministry through the 
work of a committee?  Where is it that you are being 
lead? 
A Celebration lunch will be served following the 
worship service. 
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Of Note 
 

Hillcrest Church will be delivering Meals On 
Wheels each Thursday during the month of Novem-
ber. 
 

The sacrament of Communion will be celebrated on  
November 5th. 
 
The Stated Session meeting will be Thursday,  
November 9th at 6:00pm. 
 

The church will be serving dinner at the Cox Ronald 
McDonald House on Monday, November 13th. 
 

The Menôs Breakfast is November 11th, 8:00am at 
the Golden Corral on North Kansas. 
 

Book Club will meet on November 20th, 7:00 pm to 
review the book ñAll Creatures Great and Smallò by 
James Herriot. 

On November 26th we will have our traditional  
Hanging of the Greens.  We will decorate everything 
but the Sanctuary.  A light lunch will be provided. 
 

We would like to decorate the tables in the Fellowship 
Center with Gingerbread houses again this year.  If 
you would like to participate please bring your  
creation November 26th or later. 
 

On December 3rd we will be having a Hanging of the 
Greens Service.  The decorations for the Sanctuary 
will be hung as part of the worship service. 
 

2017 CROSSLINES  
CHRISTMAS TOYSTORE   

     

This year the Crosslines 
Toystore will be held on  
Saturday December 15, 
2017, at the E-Plex on the 
Springfield Empire Fair 
property.  
Hillcrest will again collect 
toys for distribution to the 

eligible children. 
The congregation may bring unwrapped new toys to 
church anytime until Sunday December 10.  We will 
take the toys to the E-Plex on Monday, December 11, 
for the Saturday distribution.   
Each child will receive 3 toys, a small, a medium, 
and a large  and two other gifts (knit items, books,  or 
games).  Please do not remove the price tag to make 
the grouping easier. 
A suggested list of toys will be included in the 
church bulletin early in November. 
If shopping is not  
convenient you may 
give money to  
Sammy, Rae Jean or 
Fred to allow Cross-
lines to purchase toys 
in age or gender 
groupings that do not 
appear to have  
sufficient numbers. 


