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Hillcrest Calling
If God is for us,
Who can be against us?

March, 2018
Romans 8:31

Maundy Thursday is observed during Holy Week on the Thursday
before Easter. Also referred to as "Holy Thursday" or "Great
Thursday" in some denominations, Maundy Thursday
commemorates the Last Supper when Jesus shared the Passover
meal with his disciples on the night before he was crucified.
In contrast to joyful Easter celebrations when Christians worship
their resurrected Savior, Maundy Thursday services are typically
more solemn occasions, marked by the shadow of Jesus' betrayal.
While different denominations observe Maundy Thursday in their
own distinct ways, two important biblical events are the primary focus of Maundy Thursday solemnizations.
Jesus Washed the Disciples Feet
Before the Passover meal, Jesus washed the feet of his disciples:
It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to
the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. The
evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to
betray Jesus.
Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was
returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his
waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the
towel that was wrapped around him. (John 13:1-5)
Christ's act of humility was so out of the ordinary—a reversal of normal roles—that it stunned the disciples.
By performing this lowly foot-washing service, Jesus showed the disciples "the full extent of his love." He
demonstrated how believers are to love one another through sacrificial, humble service.
This kind of love is agape love—love that is not an emotion but an attitude of heart that results in action.
This is why many Christian churches practice foot-washing ceremonies as a part of their Maundy Thursday
services.
Jesus Instituted Communion
During the Passover meal, Jesus took bread and wine and asked his heavenly Father to bless it:
He took some bread and gave thanks to God for it. Then he broke it in pieces and gave it to the disciples,
saying, "This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."
After supper he took another cup of wine and said, "This cup is the new covenant between God and his
people—an agreement confirmed with my blood, which is poured out as a sacrifice for you." (Luke 22:17–
20)
This passage describes the Last Supper, which forms the biblical basis for
the practice of Communion. For this reason, many churches hold
special Communion services as a part of their Maundy Thursday
celebrations. Likewise, many congregations observe a traditional
Passover Seder meal.
What Does "Maundy" Mean?
Derived from the Latin word mandatum, meaning "commandment,"
Maundy refers to the commands Jesus gave his disciples at the Last
Supper: to love with humility by serving one another and to remember his
sacrifice.
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We are starting 2 new programs in March that we
hope will make giving more fun, accessible, and
transparent while also supporting our church and other community charities. We know these small donations have a meaningful impact! Did you know that
there are $10B in spare coins lying around in couch
cushions, coat pockets, and desk drawers in the US
alone? Imagine the difference that could make if we
put all that spare change to good use! We are planning to do just that with these two programs:
“Challenge for Change” and “Change for Change”.

Challenge
4
Change
Each Sunday we are going to have a challenge that
will ask you to bring so much change for each item
or activity listed. I will post the first 40 challenges
list here and on Facebook and I will also put reminders in the bulletin every week. There will also be
report each week giving a result of the previous
week. This could be very entertaining! At the end
of the year we will donate half of what is collected to
“Safe to Sleep” and put the other half in our mission
account here at Hillcrest.
Challenge Schedule
50¢
If you own a home
5¢
For every book shelf in your home
5¢
For each suitcase you own
5¢
For every hour you watched TV the day
before
5¢
For each piece of candy you ate today
1¢
For every electrical outlet in your home
25¢
For each meal you eat from restaurant the
week before
15¢
For each coffee pot in your home
5¢
For each plant in your home
10¢
For each cookie jar in your home
10¢
For each credit or ATM card you use
25¢
If you have health insurance
5¢
For every room in your home
1¢
For every light bulb in your home
5¢
For every fireplace in your home
25¢
For every car you own
25¢
If you have a cell phone

10¢
15¢
1¢
25¢
5¢
3¢
10¢
15¢
1¢
2¢
20¢
50¢
10¢
10¢
15¢
5¢
2¢
5¢
25¢
10¢
2¢
50¢
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For every TV in your home
For every computer of tablet you own
For every can of food in your pantry
If you have cable or satellite TV
For every coat you own
For every pair of shoes you own
For every bed in your home
For every bathroom in your home
For every chair of sofa in your home
For every window in your home
For every person in your home
For each bank account you have
For each pair of jeans you own
For each lamp in your house
For each doctor or dentist you have
For each pair of gloves you own
For each medicine you take
For each electronic game you own
For each bicycle you own
For every tree in your yard
For every can of soda in your refrigerator
If you have a swimming pool

As you can see it will be interesting each week to see
how many of these items or activities we share. If
you have ideas for other challenges please write them
down and stick them in the bucket with your change!
The collection bucket will be placed at the back of the
Sanctuary each week.

As many of you saw there is a small box hanging on
the wall in the Fellowship Hall. We are asking that
everyone add their spare change whenever you’re
near the box. We will collect the change for the year
then decide where that money should go. We may
keep it here in our church or send it to another cause
that touches our hearts. We want to use our
change for change!
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Of Note
The sacrament of Communion will be celebrated on
March 4th.
The stated session meeting will be held Thursday,
March 8th at 6:00pm.
Merry Christmas, Hillcrest Presbyterian!
Hazel Miller wanted to leave a gift from her estate
to their church. This amount was to be given in
memory of herself and her late husband, Harold
Miller. They both spike with fondness of heir church
“family” and the great friends they had made. They
enjoyed the fellowship of other believers and made
many great memories. And wen Hal had passed on,
Hazel would still come when se could, and always
appreciated the ride to church and enjoyed seeing
everyone. Please use in their memory as you wish
and may God bless it. We wish you all a Merry
Christmas & a Happy New Year!
Hazel’s grandson, Gary Hay
(The church received $3600 from Hazel’s estate and
sent it as a payment on the loan for the building.)

Dear Hillcrest Church Family,
We would like to thank you all for your love, prayers, and friendship over these many years.
Especially thank you for the beautiful prayer blanket. It meant so much to us all!
Our love to you & God bless you
The family of Lowell Patterson

Just a line to say “Thank you” for all the sympathy
cards—I can feel the love!
Lowell & I loved the church an missed it when we
moved. You will always be my church family!
Blessings
Barbara Patterson

The Men’s Breakfast is March10th, 8:00am at the
Golden Corral on North Kansas.
The church will be serving dinner at the Cox Ronald
McDonald House on Monday, March12th.

Book Club will meet on March 19th at 7:00pm.
They will be reviewing the book “The Women in the
Castle” by Jessica Shattuck.
The following was email that the
church office received
“I often drive past your church and
read the sign. The last two postings
have ministered to me and I wanted
to say thank you.
"I have heard your prayer; trust My timing."
"Pray hardest when it's hardest to pray."

I appreciate the encouragement and word from the
Lord. I really needed it.”
Thank you to everyone that participates in this
ministry. I know it can seem like a pain sometimes
to have to go out and change the sign but it can
really impact a person’s life.
Thank you!
New phone number
Steve Shrum & Janet Walkinshaw
816-248-1171
Rare Breed Dinner
Hillcrest will be serving dinner to the kids and
volunteers at Rare Breed on Monday, March 30th at
5:30pm.
What better time to show God's Love than on Good
Friday!
We are planning a baked potato bar, salads and
dessert. If you can help that evening or prepare
some of the food, please let Nancy know.
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EGG HUNT
MARCH
31st

720
65803

10:00
AM

COOKIE CREATION CENTER INFLATABLES
TODDLER PLAY AREA
FACE PAINTING

A VISIT FROM THE EASTER BUNNY
For more information
www.hillcrestpcs.com
www.yourlifequest.org
hillcrestchurch@gmail.com
thespringfieldchurch@gmail.com

Hillcrest Presbyterian Church
818 East Norton Rd.
Springfield, MO 65803-3646

Ladies please come join us for
dinner with the girls from
Ashley House. This is an
annual event and one that we
hope you will once again
support.
We need ladies to come to
dinner with us and/or help
sponsor a girl. A $20.00
donation will cover the cost of a small gift and dinner
for one girl. Any amount that you would be able to
contribute would be greatly appreciated. Please see
Regina Ice or Nancy Hackett with any questions or
donations.
Dinner will be at Jimm’s Steak House & Pub
1935 S. Glenstone Avenue
Tuesday March 20th at 5:30.
The Outreach Committee

Missions
The food pantry, Meals on Wheels, Rare Breed
meals, and Ronald McDonald House meals are some
of our ongoing missions that regularly need
volunteer help. If you feel
called to help with any of
these please speak with the
pastor and your
talents will be utilized.

Celebration of Life

The family of Lowell Patterson are hosting a
celebration of life in Lowell’s honor on March 24th
1:00-4:00 in the Fellowship Hall. A meal will be
served at 2:00 and there will be a time before the
meal to share personal memories. Please let the
church office know if you plan to attend.

